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January 28th, 2011

Subject:  IDP/AIDP/SCD/ASCD Professional Development Fund

Hello Everyone,

This notice is to update you about the Professional Development Fund (PDF), which provides funding to consultants in ID/AID/SCD/ASCD programs for professional development education and training.  The training funds and the responsibility for the PDF were transferred to the BC Association of Aboriginal Friendship Centers in August 2010 and I am happy to inform everyone that funding is available to attend training. A Professional Development Fund Committee will continue to provide linkage to our host agency, and ongoing guidance and direction of the funds.
The Professional Development Fund (PDF) requires staff to apply for funding for professional development opportunities using the Request for Funds Form. Applications for funding have resumed for consultants working in the four programs, and the current deadlines for applications for all types of training opportunities are April 30th and September 30th..
We are happy to announce Elizabeth Cox, will act as Project Manager for the near future. To receive funding this application must be submitted to Elizabeth Cox, on behalf of the Professional Development Fund committee All applications for Professional Development (Academic courses: UBC, Non-academic training, and in-services, workshops and conferences) will follow the same application process and use the same Request for Funds Form. The new Request for Funds form will be available on program websites and from Elizabeth Cox.

Summary of  Funding Allocation

The following is a brief outline of the current guidelines for requests for funds. However, the following guidelines may change due to revisions in process by the Professional Development Fund Committee of the funding process, criteria and guidelines. When the revisions are complete, an updated copy will be posted on program websites and provided to all Ministry and program Regional Representatives for distribution. 

 
1. The Professional Development Fund Committee (PDFC) has set a maximum amount of funding that consultants can apply for per year. It will only fund one UBC course per term. 
2. Funding Amounts:  
· An eligible applicant can receive a maximum of $1,000.00 per year for tuition for the UBC Certificate and Diploma Programs courses offered through the Summer Institute and online (one course per term). OR 

· An applicant can receive a maximum of $1,000.00 dollars for one Academic (Level 1) course and one Non-Academic (Level 2) training or a workshop, conference, In-service (Level 3) professional development experience 

· An applicant can receive a maximum of $500.00 per year for either a Level 2 training or Level 3 professional development experience, or a combination of both levels. 

The process to apply for UBC uses the third party sponsorship application, which deposits the funds directly into the student account at UBC. UBC funding follows a different payment method than other training opportunities in which funding is reimbursed to the person or agency that paid for the training. The following outlines the process for funding for UBC courses. 

Funding Application guidelines and process for UBC courses 
1. Consultants interested in courses at UBC must first be admitted, receive a UBC student number, and register in a course at UBC. Please use the following link on the UBC website to obtain information about the ID/SCD certificate/Diploma program http://earlychildhood.educ.ubc.ca/programs/infant-development-and-supported-child-development-program. Further questions can be addressed to the Program Advisor, Lara El-Khatib at lara.elkhatib@gmail.com
2. If you require funding for courses at UBC use the Professional Development Request for Funds application form.    Funds only cover student tuition, not registration fees to UBC
 3. Send the application to Elizabeth Cox on or before the stated deadline date on the form.
4.  When a request is approved, by the Professional Development Fund committee, the sponsorship application will be sent to UBC.
5.  UBC invoices the Professional Development Fund Host Agency, not the student, and the funds are paid by the Host Agency to UBC for deposit into the student’s account. Note:  As a student you receive a copy of the invoice for your records, but you do NOT pay the fee, except fees owing other than tuition.   
 
 We are attaching the current Request for Funds form to apply for funding.

Please send applications to Elizabeth Cox at E-mail: eocox@shaw.ca or Fax: 250-656-1231.  Contact her with any questions you have about the process.

We are pleased to continue promoting training that enhances the knowledge and skills of staff to meet the needs of the children and families we serve.   

Sincerely, 
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Provincial Advisor 

Aboriginal Infant Development Programs

Administering Agency - BC Association of Aboriginal Friendship Centres

Funded by - Ministry of Children and Family Development
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